PESA Conference 2010 – Unofficial Report

The following is a record of the events of the 40th Philosophy of Education Society of Australasia conference, held in Western Australia, from December 2nd through to 5th, 2010. The names of certain individuals have been changed to protect their identity and on the off chance that claims are wildly inaccurate. Documentation and transcripts from the conference, including evidence from suspects and witnesses have since been destroyed in a curious fire in the secretary’s bathtub. His wife has questioned how he will remove the ash smudges without scouring the new tub.
Certain members of the so-called executive have reported that PESA 2010 began on a pleasant Fremantle morning, a day prior to the conference proper. As there were no witnesses other than one of the conference organizers, a male, approximately six foot four with a dry expression, and likely looking wrap-around shades, these reports of an executive meeting have to be treated with suspicion. That there is a Notre Dame University in Fremantle and that it caters very nice sandwiches is indisputable – as to the conducting of any executive business, only time will tell. Certain members of the executive claim to have then de-camped in order to preside over a workshop held at Murdoch University. While some claim this to have been a secret meeting of a suspicious narrative inquiry sect, those involved stated that this was just a poorly formed fabrication of identity. Those doing the claiming admit that they simply decided to have one (although we suggest perhaps the number was higher) of the local beers.
The evening of December 1st blew a healthy wind up Mosman Park way – a portent of things to come.   Reports from the preconference informal get together and BBQ were mixed and seem to be distinguished between those whose hair was being blown in their salad dressing and those whose was not. The locals muttered something about ‘the doctor’, the participants looked at each other suspiciously. 
The four days of philosophical engagement kicked off with a welcome to the expansive Murdoch University campus and the conference keynote speech. In order to halt the proceedings the Society’s President was picked up by a squad car while she was attempting to get to the conference, however they could not detain her and merely delayed the inevitable talking and thinking about this radical idea of doing philosophy, and with children!
Evidence suggests that this theme attracted many advocates who embraced the opportunity to recount their subversive activities and trial new ideas for the encouragement of free thought. It must be noted that certain sub factions of the Society raised questions about the nature of ‘free’ and ‘thought’, and a few political battles were held over the boundaries of ‘the school’. Such discussions provided evidence of the dangerous nature of this gathering and the importance of infiltrating the organization with a few highly trained communications and marketing marines. The latter were however undone by the conference organizers who suspected that they were imposters, as they looked like they knew where they were going.
During the book launch certain members were identified as ringleaders (one known mysteriously as ‘the editor’) in the leaking of questions concerning education. Their details have been sent to the Swedish authorities in case of any outstanding warrants.

Key operatives were assigned to the kidnapping of the speaker at the public lecture however it seems the organizers cunningly confused the operatives who had returned advising that we had got the name wrong, the lecture was in Brian Hill Lecture Theatre, not by Brian Hill. Having read the speech notes we have sacked the operatives and employed Emeritus Professor Brian Hill’s granddaughter who is able to discern the different between a room and a person.
Following the public lecture a poorly disguised ‘shindig’, ostensibly for the purpose of telling a few long tales, scaring the New Zealanders with tales of deadly animal life, and celebrating certain Society successes, yet also notable for the gathering of Society members from as far reaching nations as Nigeria, Belgium, Israel, Norway, India, Taiwan, Malaysia Japan, USA, UK. We were advised that during the evening the Secretary would likely attempt some kind of public display of philosophical importance however this can be neither confirmed nor denied. The event was notable for a critique of Western Australian teacher education cunningly disguised as humour, although there is some suggestion it was humour cunningly disguised as critique – the forensic psychologists have yet to reach a conclusion.

Phase two of the Society’s operation shifted to the notorious and politically active community of Tingrith, confirming certain suspicions regarding the nature of the Society’s business. We do have to admit however that the facilities, food, and hospitality were stunning and we have advised our superiors to host the next Secret Policeman’s Ball there. We have made an initial approach to the Tingrith event organiser but believe our cover was blown when we did not make this request in the form of an epistemological or ontological question. 
During the Tingrith operation we noted the Society engaging in discussion with younger members of the Margaret River community who appeared to be like-minded in their tendency to complicate seemingly simply questions. We suggest at least two of them may end up in politics.

Consistent with this attempt to expand the Society’s operations outside of institutionalised educational confines, it appears that the members consistently attempted to recruit the bus driver and chefs. It is unknown whether the recruitment was successful, however we have anecdotal evidence of all four nodding sagely during presenters’ sessions, telling jokes, and more worryingly, laughing at philosophical humour.

The Vice President distinguished his peripatetic presentation by ingesting one of the local bush flies, much to the admiration of the audience who were pleased at the reduction by one of the large crowd of friendly fellows. All participants are now adept at the ‘Australian Salute’.

It appears the Society is strengthening. One member returning to her native Victoria is even believed to have gathered new members simply by leaving luggage in random locations to lull any citizen into a kindly act. 
We were to recommend assigning an operative to the membership to gather more data and infiltrate the inner echelons, however the operative has already been welcomed with open arms and we have since lost contact.
NB: This report has been forwarded to the detail assigned to the observation of the Margaret River coal mining protest following reports that the numbers of this group swelled subsequent to the PESA conference. We do not believe this is a coincidence.  
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